
 

April 2016 Newsletter 
Calendar of Events: 
(Regular meetings start at 7 P.M. unless otherwise 

stated.) 

April 2nd- Shohin Society 

April 14th- No regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

April 16 & 17th- Kathy Shaner Seminar. 

April 23 & 24th- Japanese Garden Spring Festival 

and BOD meeting. 

April 29th- Friday. LSBF Visiting artist Rodney 

Clemens will style a boxwood group on a slab. 

May 14th- Saturday 8 AM- 4 PM, Club Auction and 

Raffle. 

June 9th- Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

June 18th- Shohin Society Critic. Kathleen 

Williamson & Ray Gonzalez 

June 24-26th- Club Exhibition. 

July 14th- TBD 

July 28th- BOD meeting at Mark’s house. 

Aug. 11th- TBD 

Sept. 8th- TBD 

Oct. 6th- TBD 

Oct. 13-16th- LSBF Convention. 

Nov. 5-6th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival, BOD 

meeting. 

Nov. 10th- Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

Dec. 8th- Christmas Party. 

Remember to renew your 

membership! This is the last 

newsletter you will receive if 

you have not renewed.        

The April meeting has changed 

to Friday, April 29th because of 

the visiting LSBF artist. 
 

President’s Message 
By Acting President Steven Hendricks  

 

Spring has sprung and everything is growing 

vigorously.  I hope you have been keeping up with 

your pinching and pruning.  This is the time of year 

that can make or break your tree’s design.  By 

vigorously pinching out the growing tips and pruning 

back to interior buds you keep the tree from 

becoming overgrown and encourage interior buds to 

grow. 

If you’re wondering what happened to our 

web page, so are we.  It hasn’t been available for 

several months and we have been unable to access it.  

We are working on the problem but will probably 

have to choose a new domain name and recreate the 

web site.  Please be patient. (News Flash!- 

fortworthbonsai.org is the address of the new 

website!) 

Springfest occurs this month and we need 

people to bring trees and staff the exhibit and sales 

table.  Please help out.  More information is included 

later in the newsletter. 

Please make note of the change in meeting 

date this month to April, 29th.   

 

From our Program Chairman  
Steven Hendricks- 

April Program:  
 

Our program for April will be a demo by 

Rodney Clemens.  Rodney is one of the premier 

bonsai artists in the southeastern United States. 

Although he is a long- time resident of Atlanta, he is 

a native of the Florida panhandle where he observed 

the Bun-Jin and Windswept styles that are frequently 

seen in his bonsai creations. He was captivated by a 

trident maple forest in 1973 and has pursued bonsai 

since. Rodney is known as much for designing 

Japanese Gardens as he is for his bonsai creations. 

He is known especially for his rock plantings and use 

of boxwood to recall the live oak style of tree from 

his childhood in the Florida Panhandle. His bonsai 



presentations reflect his unique experiences of 

designing and developing gardens through the use of 

stones and plants. Rodney began his bonsai training 

when he studied with Felton Jones in the early 

1970’s. Since then, he has led countless 

demonstrations and workshops throughout the 

United States and Europe.  

In keeping with his familiarity with 

boxwoods Rodney will be creating a Saunders 

boxwood forest on a slab.  These are trees that we 

dug out of Jackie Paul’s backyard.  The forest will be 

raffled (free) at the end of the presentation.    

Please note the change in our meeting date 

this month.  Because the scheduling of the LSBF 

visiting artist is done by the LSBF we are not meeting 

on our usual Thursday date.  Instead we will meet on 

April 29th, a Friday evening, at our regular location. 

As we have done in the past, before the 

meeting please join us at La Familia restaurant on 

Foch Street for dinner with the artist. We will be 

gathering at the restaurant starting at 5:00. 

 
Here is Rodney Clemens Styling a Japanese Boxwood at our 

meeting in 2014.  Ray Hernandez won the tree. 

 

Spring Japanese Festival Show & Sale 

Saturday & Sunday, April 23 & 24 
             

We will be exhibiting trees and selling small 

plants and bonsai for a fundraiser at the Spring 

Festival at the Japanese Gardens.  We need club 

members to bring trees for our display.  We will also 

need help setting up and taking down the display, 

staffing the show, and to help with sales at our sales 

table.  We can unload at the small parking area 

behind our display space and re-park our cars 

elsewhere in the Botanic Gardens. 

Set up will begin around 9:30 on Saturday.  If 

you are bringing a tree please bring it at that time or 

let us know beforehand what you are bringing so that 

we can space the trees most efficiently.  We close 

down on Saturday around 5:00 and lock up the trees 

and stands in the food pavilion.  We bring the trees 

out again around 9:30 – 10:00 on Sunday morning 

and close shop around 5:00. 

If you have some of the small junipers we 

styled in February or the kusamono that we 

assembled last summer please bring them as well. 

It doesn’t require a lot of knowledge about 

bonsai to help man the display.  We just need eyes on 

the trees.  It is usually a beautiful time of year to be 

out in the Japanese Gardens so please consider 

volunteering. 

 

March Meeting with the  

Bonsai Smith’s. 

 
There was a good crowd present for the March 

meeting where once again we brought our trees in 

to get advice from Howard and Sylvia Smith. 

 

 



 
Howard hard at work. 

 

The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit 
To see the exciting work being done for the Texas 

State Bonsai Exhibit go to the links below: 

http://www.ttsbe.org/blog/2016/3/ttsbe-foster-day-

at-persimmon-hill-2-21-2016 

http://www.ttsbe.org/blog/2016/3/pilot-display-

installation-at-zilker-park-part-2-2-28-2016 

 

APRIL BONSAI 
By John Miller 

Do the math!  Bonsai is a study in 

mathematics.  You start with triangles in the design 

of individual trees and forest plantings.  You use the 

golden rectangle or Fibonacci series to proportion the 

tree and pot.  Powers of two show you the 

multiplication of twigs with proper trimming.  

Fortunately, you do not need to be a math whiz to do 

good bonsai, just follow the rules and it will look 

good without you having to know why. 

Most trees will do good in the full sun at this 

time of year.  However, if you have had them in 

partial shade be careful about moving them directly 

to full sun.  They probably should be acclimated 

gradually.  Too much wind will cause the leaves to 

burn.  Some damage may not show up until hot 

weather. 

Repotting for most hardy bonsai has ended.  

Very late budding species like oaks may still be done, 

depending on your local climate.  I also do dwarf 

yaupon and olive then. Its still too early for the 

tropicals, They should usually be held until the night 

temps are in no danger of going below 60.   

Going on now is trimming, feeding, 

trimming, check for insects, trimming, shows, 

trimming.  You get the idea.  Trimming, that is the 

pinching, plucking or whatever of new growth, is the 

process that both develops refinement on your tree 

but is vital to keep it from losing that desired state.  

This is not pruning which is cutting of branches 

which should not be done when there is a strong sap 

flow which starts when the tree breaks dormancy and 

continues until after the leaves harden or later. 

A good organic program takes care of both 

the feeding and the insect problems.  I recommend 

the mixture of 1 tablespoon each of fish emulsion, 

liquid kelp, molasses and apple cider vinegar to a 

gallon of water.  (A commercial product called 

Garret Juice which is to be used the same way uses 

compost tea, dried seaweed, water, molasses and 

vinegar.  As a fertilizer this should act the same but I 

don’t know about the dried seaweed versus liquid 

kelp as an insecticide.)  I use the mixture both as a 

foliar spray and as a soil drench fertilizer.  As a 

weekly foliar spray it keeps aphids and mites under 

control as well as any other insect I‘ve had.  The 

prime requirement is to cover the entire plant, top and 

bottom of the leaves with a fine mist sprayer (no hose 

end stuff).  I try to drench soil twice a month partly 

because I don’t think the plant can absorb all the 

minor elements it needs thru the foliage.  

Fungal diseases can show up with damp 

weather. Leaf spot can be serious on Catlin and 

Chinese elms and on hollies. Mildew shows up later 

with warmer weather.  There are organic fungicides 

available, potassium bicarbonate or baking soda 

(sodium bicarbonate).  Check an organics nursery or 

publications. A 1% solution of hydrogen peroxide 

(dilute the standard 3% store bought stuff 2 parts 

water to each part peroxide) is also recommended but 

it can injure very new foliage. 

Be sure to check your soils each day for 

proper water content.  It is easy to assume that the 

soil has plenty of water when the days are cool or 

there has been some rain.  Its also too easy for a tree 

with full leaves to shed water outside of the pot or a 

good sun and low humidity after a front to dry the 

soil.  I suggest that you remove most of the moss so 

that you can see and feel the soil in order to determine 

how dry it is.  (Moss growing on the trunk or roots 

will cause the bark to rot also)  An automatic 

watering system will be an aid but you should not 

rely on it to replace hand watering.  Hand watering 

allows you to adjust the watering for each tree 

individually.  Also most automatic systems use a drip 

system which only waters a small spot in shallow 

containers. 

If you have early blooming azaleas, you 

should remove some of the buds.  Most azalea have 

http://www.ttsbe.org/blog/2016/3/ttsbe-foster-day-at-persimmon-hill-2-21-2016
http://www.ttsbe.org/blog/2016/3/ttsbe-foster-day-at-persimmon-hill-2-21-2016
http://www.ttsbe.org/blog/2016/3/pilot-display-installation-at-zilker-park-part-2-2-28-2016
http://www.ttsbe.org/blog/2016/3/pilot-display-installation-at-zilker-park-part-2-2-28-2016


way too many buds to look good when they do not 

have room to open fully.   

Varieties that bloom on newly growing tips 

(like crape myrtle) can grow out of shape quickly.  

You may have to prune a bit hard during dormancy 

and then let them grow out when blooming. 

Normally the best fertilizer to use is cakes 

made of organic material.  They should be spread 

around the soil surface.  The plant gets a bit of food 

each time you water. 

April weather can vary from freezes to a sun 

too hot to let it heat your pots.  Be observant and take 

necessary measures. 

And last but surely as important as the rest if 

you want to learn bonsai, get to the Lone Star Bonsai 

Federation convention being sponsored by Corpus 

Christi in October this year.  If you haven’t received 

any literature look on their website 

www.corpuschristibonsaiclub.org. I don’t have any 

details at this time. 

 

Root Grafting 
By Steven Hendricks 

 

This Trident maple has an impressive base 

but poor root flair. If you don’t want to wait 10 years 

for some large roots to (maybe) develop by 

themselves then grafting roots is a good option. 

 

 
 

In this photo you can see a furrow in the 

middle of the trunk where the trunk would be 

improved by a good root. The first step was to make 

a trench in the cambium of the tree to hold the maple 

seedling.   

 

 
 

You can use carving tools to get a cut with 

clean edges or do as I did and use a Dremel with a 

small cutting bit.  This photo shows the trench I made 

in the trunk. 

 

 
 

In this photo you can see the seedling firmly 

attached to the base of the tree.  For attachment you 

can use pushpins or use a small nail as I did here.  It 

helps if you can find a seedling with a sharp bend in 

the roots so that the root extends away from the 



trunk.  Finally, cover the seedling’s roots and water 

thoroughly.  The graft should have taken by the next 

year at which time the nail can be removed and the 

seedling’s trunk cut off.  I attached a total of nine 

seedlings to this tree.  I attached one to each side of 

the wound you see in the first photo.  This will not 

only improve the root spread but will help the wound 

heal more quickly.  

 

 
 

There is another way to root graft on to a 

trunk.  This photo shows a seedling being attached to 

a trunk of a deciduous tree.  In this procedure you 

drill a hole through the trunk to allow the seedling to 

be threaded through the trunk.  The seedling should 

be pulled all the way through until the seedling’s 

roots are flush with the trunk.  The trunk is then wired 

upward to insure it grows vigorously.  This 

procedure is most easily done when repotting the 

tree. 

If you wish to try one of these procedures 

next spring be sure to acquire some seedlings next 

January. You can get some trident seedlings from 

Estella or order them online.  Next spring’s 

workshop with Howard & Sylvia would be a good 

time to try this technique. 

 

Club Auction/Raffle- 

Saturday, May 14 
Here are a couple of items that will be in the auction 

in May.  These trees are a sample of the donation by 

Bill Jacobson of his entire collection to the FWBS. 

More pictures of trees and pots coming next month.  

 

 Put this on your Calendar now! 

 
Procumbens Juniper in 3-leg ceramic pot 

 

 
Japanese Boxwood in ceramic pot 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Thursday at 7 PM, at the  

3220 Botanic Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This 

is the building where the large conservatory 

greenhouse is located. Please check our website at 

www.fortworthbonsai.org for meeting dates and 

special events.  

 

Acting President: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Vice President, Programs: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com  

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: We need a volunteer! 

Member-at-Large: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

Other Positions: 
LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

LSBF Alternate: Bill Jacobson 

wdjacobson@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather 

eflather@sbcglobal.net 
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